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ABSTRACT 
Background: The 'Ammiyah language is a variation of Arabic used in informal communication 
and daily conversations in Egypt, in contrast to Standard Arabic, which is employed in formal and 
academic contexts. New students encounter various challenges when entering university life, 
making the adaptation process more difficult. 
Aims: This study aims to analyze the challenges faced by new Indonesian students in acquiring 
the 'Ammiyah language in Egypt. 
Methods: This research employs a case study method with a descriptive qualitative approach. 
Data were collected through in-depth interviews with ten new Indonesian students in Egypt. 
Results: The findings indicate that new students experience several difficulties in acquiring the 
'Ammiyah language, including (1) dialectal differences between Egyptian 'Ammiyah and the 
previously learned Standard Arabic (Fushah), (2) difficulties in understanding informal vocabulary 
and expressions in 'Ammiyah, and (3) psychological barriers that hinder their adaptation to using 
'Ammiyah in a new environment. 
Implications: The results of this study are expected to provide insights for educational institutions 
in designing more effective 'Ammiyah language learning programs for foreign students in Egypt, 
as well as assist students in overcoming challenges related to acquiring the 'Ammiyah language 
in a new environment. 
Keywords: 'Ammiyah language; psycho-sociolinguistics; problems of new Indonesian 
students 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
  

Language is a social phenomenon that cannot be separated from human life as a social 
being. After learning the first or native language, it is necessary to also learn the second 
language and foreign languages. The second language is the language that is commonly 
used in society. Meanwhile, a foreign language is a language used by "foreign" people, 
namely outside the community or nation (Acep, 2018) and (Ilyas et al., 2021) They argue 
that this approach aligns more closely with the natural processes of language learning. From 
a psycholinguistic point of view, language acquisition and language teaching are different. 
Language acquisition involves the natural internalization of linguistic abilities (Chaer, 2011) 
and (Zhang, 2022).  

The role of psycholinguistics in language learning is very important considering that 
meaningful language learning also includes language activities. Meanwhile, language 
activities are not only in the mechanistic area but also involve mentalism (Nafi’ah & 
Setiyawan, 2024). Arabic language learning for non-Arabs currently follows the teaching of 
foreign languages which is one of the fields of applied linguistic studies. As with learning 
other foreign languages, learning Arabic is influenced by modern linguistic and psychological 
theories originating from Western countries such as America, England, and Switzerland 
(Rahmania et al., 2023). Therefore, it is understandable why foreign languages are so 
important and a necessity for everyone (Widodo et al., 2019). 

Arabic is the language of the Arabs and has become a language that everyone learns, 
even used as a curriculum in schools and madrassas (Takdir, 2019).Arabic has two dialects, 
namely Arabic Fushah and Arabic 'Amiyah. Arabic Fushah is a language used in the Qur'an, 
Hadith, and in scientific writings. Arabic 'Amiyah is a language that is often used in daily 
activities in informal or informal forms (AR et al., 2021). Arabic 'Amiyah in each country also 
has various versions according to the country and region that uses the language, so we can 
find the ‘Ammiyah of Saudi Arabia, 'Ammiyah Sudan, 'Amiyah Egypt, and so on The 
Egyptian 'Ammiyah language is the oldest language still spoken by the inhabitants of the 
Arabian Peninsula (Kadar et al., 2024) .Egypt is a country that is one of the oldest countries 
in the world (Nanda et al., 2020) the Egyptian Amiyah language appeared and was 
inaugurated in a city center that was then the capital of Islam in Egypt, namely Fustat (Puji  
et al., 2016). 

Learning a new language can be a difficult process, especially for students learning 
Amiyah, a dialect of Arabic. Of all the Arabic dialects spoken, Egyptian Arabic is perhaps 
the most active and most recognizable (Arifianto et al., 2023). The main factor that causes 
difficulty in learning Amiyah is the influence of the learner's mother tongue. This suggests 
that new Amiyah students may face difficulties due to the differences between the mother 
tongue and the target language (Gdański & Łockiewicz, n.d.). These findings may be 
relevant to the mastery of the Amiyah language, as these languages may have similar 
structural complexities that can hinder the learning process. The role of individual 
differences in language learning has been well documented. The importance of considering 
certain learning difficulties such as language-related disorders in research and the pedagogy 
of second language acquisition (Kormos, 2020). 

New students often face challenges in adapting to the local culture and language 
(Yusef, 2023) emphasizes that each individual must undergo an adaptation process when 
meeting a new culture to be able to interact effectively. Therefore, psychological and social 
support is needed to help students in their adaptation process. Students' lack of interest and 
motivation to learn is one of the factors that hinder the success of the learning process, 
including learning Arabic (Saleh & Abidin, 2024). 
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In addition, the sociolinguistic aspect of the 'Amiyah language can also affect its 
acquisition. (Nanda et al., 2020) found that Arabic 'Amiyah is considered a dialect rather 
than a separate language, which can affect the way the language is understood and learned 
by new students. (Yusuf, 2020) emphasizes the importance of incorporating lexical phrases 
and multi-unit expressions into language teaching, as they can facilitate the acquisition of a 
second language and the use of authentic literary texts, as suggested by (Gdański & 
Łockiewicz, n.d.), can improve language proficiency among upper-secondary learners. 
 
1.1 Research Gap and Novelty 
 
In a previous study on the research "Problems of Acquiring the 'Ammiyah Language in New 
Students in Egypt (Psycho-sociolinguistic Analysis)", several relevant studies have been 
conducted. Research conducted by (AR et al., 2021) which discusses the differences 
between Arabic Fushah and 'Ammiyah starting from their definitions, rules, and 
characteristics. There is also research (El Ilmi et al., n.d.)that explains the relationship 
between psycholinguistic science and communicative approaches, in essence in 
communication activities there is a process of producing and understanding speech, 
including communicating in Arabic, so learning Arabic requires an approach so that the 
learning process is more effective related to understanding language skills. In addition, there 
is a study from (Helwani Syafii, 2021) which describes the training activities for mastering 
the Arabic language 'Amiyah at the Al-Halimi Sesela Special Islamic Boarding School carried 
out in several stages starting from the preparation, implementation, and evaluation stages. 
The preparation stage involves the head of the Islamic boarding school collaborating with 
the implementation team in preparing activities, and at the implementation stage of the 
training process through face-to-face learning by involving many students and practicing 
Amiyah Arabic vocabulary in the process conversation, so that in the evaluation stage it 
touches on the aspect of mastery of vocabulary and fluency in using the vocabulary in a 
conversation. 

Information from several previous studies will support and strengthen the findings in 
the ongoing research and provide a strong theoretical foundation. This research was 
conducted because of the limitations in the previous study, which focused on the acquisition 
of Arabic fusha as a second or foreign language. However, studies on the acquisition of the 
'Amiyah dialect, especially the Egyptian 'Amiyah, are still relatively rare. Previous research 
tended to separate psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic approaches. The main purpose of 
this study is to analyze the problems faced by Egyptian students in the acquisition of the 
'Ammiyah language with a psycho-sociolinguistic approach. This research is expected to 
provide an in-depth overview of the facts that affect their ability to master the 'Ammiyah 
language, as well as the implications it has for their academic success and social adaptation. 

 
1.2 Research Question 

  
The research question guiding this study is: What challenges do new Indonesian students 
face when adapting to the ‘Ammiyah language in Egypt? By exploring these challenges, this 
study aims to provide insights that can help educational institutions develop more effective 
language support programs, ultimately facilitating a smoother linguistic and cultural 
transition for Indonesian students in Egypt. 
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2. METHODS  
2.1 Research Design 

 
This research used a qualitative approach (Tojo & Takagi, 2017) which aims to explain social 
phenomena with complex descriptions presented in words, conducting detailed views 
obtained from informant sources and carried out in a natural setting (Nina et al., 2022). This 
study used qualitative research because it wanted to know the phenomenon directly and in-
depth (Husna, 2022). The reason researchers use case studies in this study is that 
researchers want to know the problems in using the ‘Ammiyah language of new students in 
Egypt in their daily language use with residents. The approach is carried out using a case 
study approach, by using this case study approach, the researcher intends to focus on the 
acquisition and use of 'Ammiyah language in everyday contexts, not only in academic 
contexts. This case study allows the researcher to understand how new Egyptian students 
acquire 'Ammiyah language. Creswell defines a case study as an exploration of related 
systems (Ishtiaq, 2019). This form of case study is in the form of descriptive (Nuriman, 2021) 
and aims to describe a phenomenon, fact, or reality. The case discussed in this study is the 
problem experienced by new students in acquiring the 'Amiyah language in Egypt.  
 
2.2 Research Subjects 
 
This study focused on new Indonesian students who were enrolled at an Egyptian university. 
The participants selected for this research included 10 new Indonesian students who had 
just begun their studies at Al-Azhar University. Notably, these students had no prior 
exposure to the 'Ammiyah language before their arrival. All 10 participants were available 
and willing to take part in the research. The group comprises 10 individuals, consisting of 6 
women and 4 men. 
 
2.3 Research Procedures 
 
In collecting data, this study used interview techniques. The type of interview used in this 
study is a semi-structured type of interview. The semi-structured interview contained a 
number of pre-planned questions but also allowed the flexibility to follow the flow of the 
conversation and explore the topics that arose during the interview (Annisa & Safii, 2023). 
Interviews were conducted online using WhatsApp. The number of questions in this study 
is 7 questions. This question is designed to explore information about the needs, 
motivations, challenges, and perceptions of new students regarding the acquisition of the 
'Amiyah language in Egypt. For example, the questions that the researcher used were, 1. 
What are the characteristics of the Egyptian 'Ammiyah language, 2. What special vocabulary 
is often used in the 'Ammiyah language? The researchers conducted the study from mid-
November through December 2024. After the data were collected, the analysis was carried 
out systematically using a qualitative approach. The interview data was analyzed by the 
content analysis method to identify the important points that emerged from the interview with 
the new students. 

   
2.4 Research Instruments 

 
The research instrument used in this study was an interview, designed with a semi-
structured guide containing open-ended questions to allow for in-depth exploration of 
participants' responses. The data collection process involved direct conversations and 
asynchronous communication via WhatsApp chat, enabling flexibility in gathering 
information from new students in Egypt. WhatsApp was chosen as a medium due to its 
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accessibility, ease of use, and ability to facilitate both real-time and delayed responses, 
ensuring that participants could engage at their convenience. By utilizing this approach, the 
study aimed to capture rich and detailed insights while accommodating the participants' 
availability and communication preferences. 
 

2.5 Data Analysis 

 

The data analysis technique in this study uses interactive model data analysis from Miles 
and Huberman, namely data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing analysis 
(Sugiyono, 2013). The data collected through interviews was then reduced to a simpler and 
more understandable form. For example: Difficulty understanding 'Ammiyah and Difficulty 
speaking 'Ammiyah. The reduced data is then presented in a more visual and 
understandable form, such as Difficulty understanding 'Ammiyah 40% and Difficulty 
speaking 'Ammiyah 60%. Based on the data analyzed, it can be concluded that new 
Egyptian students have difficulties in learning 'Ammiyah, especially in understanding and 
speaking the language. Therefore, efforts are needed to help new Egyptian students acquire 
the 'Ammiyah language, such as providing 'Ammiyah language courses. The data that has 
been obtained will then be simplified to make it easier to understand by using data reduction 
that takes place during research activities. Furthermore, the data that has been obtained will 
be presented in the form of a narrative using data presentation analysis techniques. The last 
stage of this data analysis is to conclude by making a statement formulation related to the 
problems of acquiring the 'Amiyah language in Egyptian new students. 
 
3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
3.1 Findings 

 
Drawing from the interviews conducted with ten new Indonesian students in Egypt on the 
challenges they face in acquiring the 'Ammiyah language, the researchers gained valuable 
insights from the questions asked during the discussions, as detailed below. 
 
Languages absorbed by Egyptian 'Amiyah 
The informant said that the Egyptian Amiyah took the language of Turkish and French as 
follows: 
 
Table 1 Turkish Language Absorbed by 'Amiyah Language 

Turkish 'Amiyah language  Indonesian Language 

Oda  أوضة Room 

Boya  بوية Paint 

Basya  باشا Calling honorable people 

 
The table above shows some words from the Turkish language that were absorbed 

into ‘The Ammiyah language (Egyptian Arabic dialect) and their meaning in the Indonesian 
language. The word "Oda" in Turkish has changed to "أوضة" in ‘Ammiyah, which means 
"room" in Indonesian. The word "Boya", which means "paint" in Turkish, becomes "بوية" in 
‘Ammiyah with the same meaning, "paint" in Indonesian. While the word "Basya", that in 
Turkish is used as an honour title, and is borrowed in ‘Ammiyah as "باشا", also to call 
honourable people. This phenomenon shows the influence of the Turkish language on 
‘Ammiyah, which happened because of the history and social interaction between Turkish 
and Egyptian people, especially in the Ottoman Empire period. 
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Table 2 France language absorbed by 'Amiyah 
French 'Amiyah language  Indonesian Language 

Echarpe  إيشارب Hijab 

Direction  ديركسيون Destination path 

 

The table above shows some words from the French language that enter to ‘Ammiyah 
language (Egyptian Arabic dialect) and the meanings in the Indonesian language. The word 
"Echarpe" in French has changed to "إيشارب" in ‘Ammiyah, which means "hijab" in 
Indonesian. While the word "Direction", that in French mean "direction" or "destination", 
which becomes "ديركسيون" in ‘Ammiyah meaning "destination path" in Indonesian.  
 
Addition of Letter (ب) at The Beginning of The Verb 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, the addition of the letter (ب) at the beginning of a verb 
serves to indicate that the verb is in the present tense. Without this addition, the verb tends 
to carry a future meaning. For example, in the sentence "أكثر بتفهم   "بتفهم" the verb ,"أظنك 
includes the letter (ب) at the beginning, which signifies that the action of understanding is 
happening in the present. In Indonesian, this sentence translates to "Saya pikir sekarang 
Anda sudah paham", emphasizing an ongoing state of comprehension. This linguistic 
feature highlights a key difference between Standard Arabic and the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah 
dialect in expressing tense distinctions. 
 
Addition of Letter (ح) to Verbs 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, the addition of the letter (ح) at the beginning of a verb 
indicates that an action is in progress or about to happen. This letter functions as a 
replacement for (س) and (سوف) in formal Arabic, which both carry the meaning of "will" in 
expressing future tense. For example, in the sentence "هناك حنشترى كل حاجة", the verb " حنشترى" 
begins with (ح), signifying an action that is going to take place. In Indonesian, this translates 
to "Di sana, kita akan membeli segalanya", emphasizing a planned or upcoming action. This 
linguistic feature showcases how Egyptian ‘Ammiyah simplifies and modifies verb structures 
to express future intentions. 

 

Addition of Letter (ش) at the End of a Verb 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, when a past or ongoing verb is negated using the word 
 This negation structure is a .(ش) at the beginning, the verb must end with the letter (م)
distinctive feature of ‘Ammiyah and differs from formal Arabic. For example, in the sentence 
" حضوش ليم أخويام   ", the verb "حضوش" follows this pattern, where (م) is used at the beginning, 
and (ش) is added at the end to indicate negation. In Indonesian, this translates to "Saudaraku 
tidak datang hari ini", clearly conveying the negation of the action. This structure 
demonstrates a unique way in which Egyptian ‘Ammiyah modifies negation rules compared 
to Standard Arabic. 

 

Addition of the Letter (ش) Adjacent to (ما النافية) 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, the negation word (ما) is modified by deleting the (ا) and 
replacing the harakat on (م) with a dhammah forming (مش). This structure is used alongside 
nouns or verbs that describe an ongoing or future action. For example, in the sentence " إنت 
فاهم حاجة  indicating that the action of ,"فاهم" is placed before the verb "مش" the word ,"مش 
understanding is entirely negated. In Indonesian, this translates to "Kamu sama sekali tidak 
mengerti", emphasizing a total lack of comprehension. This feature highlights how ‘Ammiyah 
simplifies negation compared to Standard Arabic while maintaining clarity in communication. 
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Letter (ق) Pronounced (ء) or (g) 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, the classical Arabic letter (ق) is rarely pronounced as it 
is in formal Arabic. Instead, Egyptians tend to pronounce it as a hamzah (ء) or as "g" in 
certain regions. However, in writing, the letter (ق) remains unchanged. For example, in the 
sentence "قم يا حسن واقرا كتابك", the word " رااق  " is written with (ق) but is typically pronounced as 
 with a hamzah sound. In Indonesian, this translates to "Berdiri, Hasan, dan baca "إقرا"
bukumu!", indicating a command. This phonetic shift is one of the distinguishing features of 
Egyptian ‘Ammiyah, making it distinct from Standard Arabic in both speech and 
pronunciation. 
 

Pronunciation of the Letter (ج) as (j) or (g) 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, the classical Arabic letter (ج) is often pronounced 
differently from Standard Arabic. Instead of the usual /ʒ/ (as in "measure"), Egyptians 
commonly pronounce it as /g/, similar to the English "go." However, in writing, the letter ( ج) 
remains unchanged. For example, in the sentence " جداالق جميل  دة  لم  ", the word "جميل" is 
pronounced "gamil" instead of "jamil", meaning "Pulpen ini bagus" in Indonesian. Similarly, 
in the phrase "على جمب يسطى", used to tell a driver to stop, the word "جمب" is pronounced as 
"gamb", meaning "Berhenti di sini, sopir!" in Indonesian. This phonetic variation is a key 
characteristic that distinguishes Egyptian ‘Ammiyah from Standard Arabic. 

 

Pronunciation of the Letter (ظ) as (ض) 

In the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language, the letter (ظ) is commonly pronounced as (ض) instead 
of its classical Arabic pronunciation. While some speakers still articulate it as (ظ), this is quite 
rare in everyday speech. For example, in the sentence "هدومي اليوم نضيفة", the word "نضيفة" is 
written with (ض) instead of (ظ), even though in Standard Arabic, it would typically be "نظيفة". 
In Indonesian, this translates to "Pakaian saya bersih hari ini", expressing cleanliness. This 
phonetic shift is a notable characteristic of Egyptian ‘Ammiyah, simplifying pronunciation 
compared to Standard Arabic. 

 

Frequently Used Vocabulary in Daily Communication 

Based on interviews with new students, it was found that they use certain vocabulary in their 
daily communication in Egypt. One of the common expressions frequently used is "ازيك" 
(Izayyak), which means "Bagaimana kabarmu?", serving as a greeting at the beginning of a 
conversation. Additionally, to ask someone's name, they use the phrase "اسمك ايه" (Ismak 
eih), meaning "Siapa namamu?". When inquiring about someone's place of residence, they 
ask "ساكن فين" (Saakin Feyn), which translates to "Di mana kamu tinggal?". In a shopping 
context, the question "بكم داه" (Bikam dah), meaning "Berapa harganya?", is commonly used 
to ask about the price of an item. Meanwhile, to ask what someone is currently doing, they 
say "ايه؟  which means "Apa yang sedang kamu lakukan?". This ,(?Bita'mil eh) "بتعمل 
vocabulary reflects the practical communication style commonly used by new students in 
their daily interactions with native speakers of the Egyptian ‘Ammiyah language. 

 
Anxiety Factors of New Students in Speaking 'Amiyah in Egypt  

According to the explanations provided by informants, several anxiety-related factors 
experienced by new students in Egypt were generally addressed through “The limited 
vocabulary of ‘Ammiyah they has, rarely communicating with native speakers, and more 
often communicating only within their circle of friends from Indonesia, lack of confidence in 
trying to communicate with native speakers, difficulty in understanding native speakers due 
to their fast and hard-to-understand dialects, especially for those who are still relatively new”. 
Their fear of being misled by locals since they don’t speak the language is another aspect 
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of their concern. 
 
Motivation and Learning Strategies of the 'Ammiyah Language Used  

From the answers, each respondent had almost the same answer, namely, “Often 
memorizing the vocabulary of 'Amiyah, it can also be from often watching Egyptian 
'Ammiyah language movies or listening to music, examples of songs such as Sherine Abdel 
Wahab, Amr Diab, Nancy Ajram, and others. Learning the basic rules of the 'Amiyah 
language, not hesitating to communicate with native speakers, and finally finding many 
friends from non-Indonesians. In addition, their intensity with native speakers is quite 
frequent because some of their homes are near the market area. There is no language 
learning here, language skills are each person's business. The learning environment there 
is very extraordinary, starting from lecture lecturers who use Arabic fushah, and hundreds 
of places to study with the community whose teaching and learning activities use Arabic 
fushah and 'Amiyah at the same time.  

 
3.2 Discussion 
Problems of Acquiring the 'Amiyah Language 
 
The acquisition of the Amiyah language by new students in Egypt is a complex challenge, 
involving various psycho-sociolinguistic aspects. The Amiyah language, as a form of Arabic 
used in everyday conversation, differs significantly from the formal Arabic language taught 
in educational institutions. This creates a gap between students' academic knowledge and 
daily communication needs, which can affect their adaptation process to a new environment 
(LI, 2019). One of the factors that contributes to this problem is the communicative approach 
in language learning. (El Ilmi et al., n.d.) communicative approach emphasizes mastery of 
language competencies that enable students to use language as an effective 
communication tool. In the context of the acquisition of the 'Amiyah language among new 
students in Egypt, there are several problems that can be analyzed from a psycho-
sociolinguistic perspective. First, it is important to understand that, the acquisition of a 
second language such as, 'Amiyah is influenced by a variety of factors, including the social 
and psychological environment of the student. Research shows that intensive social 
interaction with native speakers can accelerate the process of language acquisition (Habibi 
et al., 2023) and (Saleh & Abidin, 2024). However, new students often have difficulty 
adapting to a new environment, which can hinder their ability to communicate effectively in 
'Amiyah. 

One of the main challenges faced by new students is language interference. In this 
context, interference from the student's mother tongue can affect the way they use 'Amiyah. 
For example, research on Mandailing language interference shows that bilingual speakers 
often experience difficulties in internalizing a second language due to the influence of their 
first language (Habibi et al., 2023). It is also relevant for new students in Egypt, where their 
language background can affect their ability to master 'Amiyah. 

In addition, psychological factors such as academic stress also play an important role 
in language acquisition. Research shows that new students often experience stress related 
to adjusting themselves to a new academic environment (Kurniati & Hamidah, 2021) and 
(Arsanti, 2014). This stress can interfere with the learning process and language acquisition, 
so students may feel pressured and less motivated to practice speaking in 'Amiyah. 
Therefore, social support from peers and family is essential in helping new students cope 
with stress and adapt to their new environment (Natanael et al., 2023).In this case, the right 
learning approach is also needed to support new students in acquiring 'Amiyah. Effective 
and experience-based learning methods can increase student motivation and involvement 
in language learning (Abidin & Fahmi, 2023);(Khasanah, 2016). In addition, the use of 
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information and communication technology in language learning can provide wider access 
for students to practice and interact with native speakers (Widyastuti & Novita, 2021). Thus, 
a combination of social support, effective learning approaches, and awareness of language 
interference can help new students overcome the problems of acquiring 'Amiyah in Egypt. 
 

Individual Factors 

The study found some of the main challenges faced by new students in the acquisition of 
the Amiyah language, including the influence of mother tongue (L1) on second language 
acquisition (L2): Several studies have shown that linguistic transfer from a student's mother 
tongue can significantly affect the acquisition of a second language, especially in the early 
stages of learning (Gdański & Łockiewicz, n.d.). 

Complexity of language structures: Research shows that complex language structures, 
such as center-embedding constructions, can be challenging for students in processing and 
learning the target language (Gao, 2014). Individual differences in language learning: 
Individual factors, such as language learning difficulties related to disorders, can affect the 
process and outcome of second language acquisition (Kormos, 2020).  

 
Sociolinguistic Aspects of the Egyptian 'Amiyah Language 

Sociolinguistics examines language as a social phenomenon shaped by various social 
factors, including social status, education, age, gender, social distance, and situational 
context. As a result, the focus of sociolinguistic research is primarily on how language is 
used in social interactions. As language users, humans are inherently social beings, and 
their interactions reflect the complexity of human social life. Given the vast nature of social 
life, the subjects of sociolinguistic study are equally diverse. (Habibah et al., 2023). Students 
come from diverse social and cultural backgrounds, which leads to varying experiences in 
learning and using formal Arabic (Fusha). Factors such as the language used at home, 
levels of proficiency, and the teaching methods employed contribute to the sociolinguistic 
challenges they face. Additionally, the differences between colloquial Arabic (Ammiyah) and 
formal Arabic (Fusha) create gaps in students' language proficiency (Masitoh & 
Thoriqussuud, 2024). The differences in language proficiency, the varying use of colloquial 
and formal Arabic, and the social environment that mainly uses Indonesian present 
challenges for new students in effective learning. To tackle these issues, a holistic approach 
is needed that encourages the involvement of new students, fostering a supportive learning 
environment for mastering colloquial Arabic. 

In society, there must be various languages. B. Suhardi added that there are various 
types of languages in society, namely familiar, consultative, casual, official, and frozen. In 
the object of study of the Egyptian language 'Amiyah, it can be found that the language of 
'Amiyah is included in the casual variety, not included in the official variety. If we look at the 
consultative variety, Egyptian 'Amiyah can also be categorized into this variety. Based on 
the functions obtained, the 'Amiyah language is a language that gets an image as a language 
that shows an atmosphere of family, brotherhood, and closeness (Nanda et al., 2020).  

 
The relationship of psycholinguistic science in learning the 'Ammiyah language 

Psycholinguistics is a scientific discipline that studies language theories, aiming to explain 
the nature of language and how it is acquired from both linguistic and psychological 
perspectives. In this regard, several important points must be considered: 1) Linguistically 
accepted language refers to the effort to achieve harmony with linguistic principles in the 
development of language theory. This includes understanding the structure of language and 
how it is used in communication. 2) Nature of Language and Its Acquisition: 
Psycholinguistics focuses not only on the structure of language but also on explaining how 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/


© 2025 Puutri Aldina Fahira, Agung Setiyawan, Muhammad Bagus Bastari, Zaenab Zannuba Alhanun & Yulva Maya Padilah 
This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-SA license. 

 

Al-Lisan: Jurnal Bahasa                                                                              Psycho-Sociolinguistic Barriers…81 

 

humans acquire and use language. This involves examining the psychological aspects of 
language learning, production, and comprehension. 3) Addressing Complex Language 
Learning Challenges: Psycholinguistics aims to contribute to solving complex problems 
related to human language learning. This encompasses the difficulties and challenges 
individuals face in understanding and using language. 4) Language Activities as Mental 
Processes: Language activities are viewed as more than mechanistic functions; they also 
involve mental processes that influence how we communicate and understand language 
(Romadhon et al., 2024).  

In essence, in communication activities, there is a process of producing and 
understanding speech, including communicating in Arabic, especially the 'Amiyah language. 
It can be said that psycholinguistics is the study of the mental mechanisms that occur in 
people who use language, both at the time of producing and understanding speech. In other 
words, in the use of language, there is a process of turning thoughts into codes and turning 
codes into thoughts. Speech is a synthesis of the process of converting concepts into code, 
while the understanding of the message is the result of code analysis (El Ilmi et al., n.d.). 

 
4. CONCLUSIONS  

 
Overall, the results of the study show that the acquisition of the 'Amiyah language by new 
students in Egypt is influenced by various linguistic, psychological, social, and institutional 
factors. Understanding these dynamics is essential for designing effective learning 
strategies and supporting students in their adaptation process. The acquisition of Amiyah 
by new students can be a complex and diverse process, which is influenced by various 
factors such as the learner's first language, language structure, individual differences, 
vocabulary and morphological acquisition, and sociolinguistic aspects. By understanding 
these challenges and incorporating effective teaching strategies, educators can better 
support new Amiyah language learners in their language learning journey. The drawback of 
this article is the lack of explanation regarding the psycho-sociolinguistics of acquiring 
‘Ammiyah language learning, and hopefully, future research can provide more references 
on this. 
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